Composite State Board
of Medical Examiners

FEB 08 J005

BEFORE THE COMPOSITE STATE BCARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS

IN THE MATTER OF: ) o
) KET NUMBER
Mercer Truett Bridges, MD ) DOCKET NO. DO:Q: 00- 54;%0 l ) 2
License No,: 32520 ) v
VOLUNTARY SURRENDER

I, Mercer Truett Bridges, MD, holder of License No. 32520, to practice as a physician in the State
of Georgia, hereby frecly, knowingly, and voluntarily surrender said license to the Board. [ hereby
acknowledge that this surrender shall have the same effect as a revocation of my license, and I knowingly
forfeit and relinquish all right, title and privilege to practice this profession in the State of Georgia, unless
and until such time as my license may be reinstated, in the sole discretion of the Board.

T understand that I have a right to a hearing in this matter, and I freely, knowingly, and voluntarily
waive such right. I also understand that should any request for reinstatement be entertained by the Board,
the Board shall have access to the entire investigative file in this .matgqr. '

This surrender shall become effective immediately upon aééeptance thereof by the Board. 1
understand that this document will be considered to be a public record entered as the final disposition of

disciplinary proceedings presently pending or which could be bfought against,me, and that this action shall
e

be considered to be and may be recorded as a final order of the B})y/ljb.

e

. /%
FACENSEE Mercer TruettBfidges, MD

Sworn to and subscribed before me

this 26¢h day of - Ty, 20087
=4 ( - .
(/"i‘/’/f ’J /ﬂ Notary Public, Cobt County, Georgia

NOTARY FYBLIC My Commission Expires February 25, 2006
Commissidw'Expires: .

ACCEPTANCE OF SURRENDER ol
%h Voluntary Surrender of License No. 32520 is hereby accepted by the Board, this ~ day of
2005,
BY: Roland Summers, MD
President
Composit aoard of_‘ Medical Examiners

(BOARD SEAL)




BEFORE THE COMPOSITE STATE BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS
STATE OF GEORGIA

Com site State Boarg

IN THE MATTER OF: )) edical Examiners
MERCER TRUETT BRIDGES, JR,, M-D-; OEC 0.8 2000
LICENSE #032520 ; DOCKET NUMBER
N-130

PUBLIC ORDER TERMINATING PROBATION

WHEREAS, the Composite State Board of Medical Examiners (“Board”) entered a Public
Consent Order in the above-styled matter on June 5, 1997, which placed on probation Respondent’s license
to practice medicine in the State of Georgia , and

WHEREAS, Respondent has petitioned to have the probation terminated, and

WHEREAS, the Board has determined that the Respondent has complied with all the tcrms and
conditions of the probation,

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the probation of Respondent’s license
to practice medicine in the State of Georgia be TERMINATED.

SO ORDERED THIS STH DAY OF DECEMBER 2000,

ol pose

BOARD SEAL

WILLIAM A. WOOLERY, b 0.
President

- 4 (e

N MASON
Execuuve Director




BEFORE THE COMPOSITE STATE BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS

STATE OF GEORGIA
Composite State Board

IN THE MATTER OF: ; of Medical Examiners
MERCER TRUETT BRIDGES, Jr, M.D., ) DOCKET NO.9%0301 g 7500
License No. 032520, )
) DOCKET NUMBER
Respondent. ) -] }Q,

SECOND ORDER MODIFYING TERMS

A Consent Order. Docket No. 97-730. having been docketed in the above-captioned
matter on June 5. 1997 (the “Consent Order™), and an Order Modifying Terms (the
“Modification Order™). Docket No. 97-730. having been docketed in the above-captioned
matter on July 10, 1998, and the Composite State Board of Medical (the “Board™), and Mercer
Truett Bridges. Jr.. MD (the “Respondent™) having agreed hereto, it is hereby ordered and
agreed as foilows:

1.
The Consent Order is hereby further amended by deleting in its entirety from the Section

entitled “Order”. paragraph 1(i) entitted DEA Restriction. and inserting in its place the

tollowing paragraph:

(i) DEA Use. There shall be no restrictions on the legitimate prescribing, administering,
ordering or dispensing of Schedule II, II-N, IIL, III-N, IV and V controlled substances in the
usual course of Respondent’s practice. In accordance with Board rules, Respondent shall not
prescribe. administer. order or dispense controlled substances and/or dangerous drugs for
personal or family use. Respondent’s use of DEA shall be further governed by the following

terms of probation:

L. Triplicate Prescriptions. Respondent shall utilize a triplicate prescriptions system

for all Schedule [I and II-N controlled substances prescribed by him. Each




prescription for such a controlied substance written by Respondent shall be
sequentially numbered and the copies distributed as follows: original to patient,
one copy to the Board. and one copy to the patient’s chart. Respondent shall not
begin renumbering when he reaches 1000, but shall continue to number
sequentially. The copies for the Board shall be mailed or delivered to the Board
by Respondent once per quarter. A copy of Respondent’s dispensing records shall
be provided to the Board upon request for all controlled substances dispensed by

him or on his order.

{I. Prescription Log. Respondent shall personally maintain for inspection a
contemporaneous log (separate from his cliniéal records or the clinical records of
other health care providers) of all Schedule II and II-N controlled substances
prescribed, administered. dispensed. or ordered by him. The log shall include
the date. patient name, drug, strength, quantity, and retfill status, on a form
approved by the Board. The log shall also include the diagnosis and the reasons
for prescribing, administering, dispensing, or ordering each drug. The Board
shall be authorized to inspect Respondent’s prescription log. If Respondent’s
prescription log fails to comply with the requirements of this Public Amended
Consent Order. the Board is authorized to summarily suspend Respondent’s

license. pending a hearing.

2.
This Second Order Modifying Terms replaces and supersedes the Modification Order, in

the matter of Mercer Truett Bridges. Jr.. M.D.. Docket No. 97-730, etfective July 10, 1998.

3.
Respondent is subject to the remaining terms and conditions of probation as set forth in

the Consent Order. in the matter of Mercer Truett Bridges. Jr.. M.D.. Docket No. 97-730,

rJ



elfective June 5, 1997,

and is required to abide by all other terms of such Consent Order,

except as spectfically provided herein.

Accepted this [ £ ' 7 dayof hgu { . 2000.

{BOARD SEAL)

Sworn to and Subs_cn'bed
Before me this 9 day

of . 2000.

\IOTARY“PUBLIC
My Commussion expires:

COMPOSITE ST,REBOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS

/ Y

President

KAREN A. MASON )
Executive Director

ATTEST:

Nnerz /%1//1

CONSENTED TO:”
MERCER TRUETT BRIDGEé, Jr., M.D.
Respondent

Ya, Fu_non County, G
N Expireg A | 15, 2002,

(W8]




State Examining Boa

JUL 10 15%

DOCKET NUMBER
BEFORE THE COMPOSITE STATE BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS = WUHIEER
STATE OF GEORGIA o 235

IN THE MATTER OF:
Mercer Truett Bridges, M.D.

DOCKET NO. 97-730

x X ¥ X

LICENSE NO. 635861
032540

ORDER MODIFYING TERMS

The Consent Order previously docketed in this matter on June 5. 1997 is hereby modified as
follows:

Respondent shall be allowed to utilize DEA for prescribing Schedule II's and IV’s.
This 10" day of July, 1998.
COMPOSITE STATE BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS
M“ 9 ﬁ‘-‘ﬁﬂ”

Sheila Smith, M.D.
BOARD PRESIDENT

ATTEST: UJUU; (: M

WILLIAM G. MILLER, JR., JOINT SECRETARY
STATE EXAMINING BOARDS




Staie Examining Boards

JUN 6 5 1307

BEFORE THE COMPOSITE STATE BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS
DOCRET Numgzn

STATE OF GEORGIA = =
e '?4‘:‘“
IN THE MATTER OF: \Z*-'c—s_,

Mercer Truett Bridges, Jr., M.D.

Medical License Mo: 032520 DOCKET NO. ‘97**- ey

s 9% #% 28 =e s

Respondent.
CONEENT ORDER

By agreement of the Composite State Board of Medical
Examiners and Mercer Truett Bridges, Jr., M.D., Respondent, the
following disposition of this matter is entered pursuant to the
provisions of the Georgia Administrative Procedure Act, codified
as 0.C.G.A §50-13-13(a) (4).

EINDINGS OF FACT
1.

Respondent is licensed to practice medicine in Georgia, but

his license is currently suspended.
2.

Respondent was first licensed in Georgia in December; 1989
under a Consent Order because of his chemical dependency on
Fentanyl. In mid 1995, Respondent became impaired due to a
relapse on Fentanyl. On November 3, 1995, Respondent entered
into another Consent Order with the Board in which he agreed that
he would not practice until further order of the Board, that he
would complete an inpatient treatment program for chemical

dependence, and that




he would completely abstain from the consumption of mood altering
substances.
3.

Respondent completed primary treatment for substance use at
Ridgeview Institute and enrolled in the Physicians Well-being
Program in January 1996€. He participates in peer group meetings
.and has demonstrated good progress in his recovery. Respondent
has professional advocacy for the return to the practice of
medicine.

4.

Respondent waives any further findings of fact with respect
to the above matter. However, Respondent shall be allowed to
submit a supplemental statement for the investigative file in
explanation and mitigation of the matters stated herein for
consideration by the Board prior to its review of this Consent
Order.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

Respondent’s condition and/or prior conduct constitute
sufficient grounds for the Board to discipline Respondent’s
license to practice medicine in the State of Georgia under
0.C.G.A. Chs. 1 and 34, T. 43, as amended. Respondent hereby
waives any further conclusions of law with respect to the
above-styled matter.

ORDER
The Composite State Board of Medical Examiners, having

considered the particular facts and circumstances of this case,




hereby orders, and Respondent hereby agrees, that Respondent may
resume the practice of medicine in the State of Georgia, subject
to the following terms and conditions:

1.

Commencing on the effective date of this Consent Orﬁer,
Respondent‘’s license shall be placed on probation until
discharged by the Board, with the following terms and conditions
of probation:

(a) Practice Limitation. Respondent is permitted to
resume the active practice of medicine. However, Respondent
shall not return to the practice of anesthesiology without

4

obtaining prior written permission from the Board.

(b} Treatment/Aftercare. Respcndent shall remain in
treatment or aftercare with Dr. Lenton or another therapist
acceptable to the Board. Respondent shall provide the Board with
a copy of his continuing aftercare contract. Respondent shall
also abide by all terms of his continuing care agreement,

(c) Participation in Support Group. Respondent shall
affiliate with and regularly participate in meetings of
Alcoholics Anonymous, Narcotics Anonymous, Caduceus Club or
anocther similar support group acceptable to the Board in
accordance with his aftercare contract or as otherwise required
. by the Board.

(d) Abstain from Mood Altering Substances. Respondent
shall completely abstain from the consumption of mood altering

substances, including alcohol, except as prescribed by a duly




licensed practitioner for a legitimate medical purpose. If such
treatment entails the use of narcotics or other potentially
addictive substances, a consultation with a Board approved
addictionologist shall be obtained at the direction of the
medical coordinator.

(e} Supervision and Mogitoring; Respondent shall
designate an acceptable supervising ("workplace") physician and
an acceptable primary care ("monitoring") physician experienced
in addicticnology, and provide a copy of this Consent QOrder to
both physicians. Such physicians shall sign a statement to be
submitted in conjunction with this Consent Order, as evidence of
having read and understood same and having agreed to serve as
Respondent’s supervising and monitoring physicians.

(f) Quarterly Reports. Respondent shall submit or cause
to be submitted quarterly reports from his superviging and
monitoring physicians or therapists regarding his performance and
mental/physical condition by March 31, June 30, September 30 and
December 31, including a report on any medication being
prescribed to Respondent. Failure to submit or have such reports
submitted in a timely manner shall be considered a violation of
this Consent Order. It is expected that said supervising and
monitoring physicians shall be in communication with each other
and will immediately report any change in Respondent’s condition,
which would render Respondent unable. to practice with reasonable
skill and safety to patients. By executing this Consent Order,

Respondent specifically consents to such supervising and




monitoring physiciéns or any other facility where Respondent
obtains medical treatment reporting upon Respondent’s condition,
notwithstanding any privilege provided by state or federal law.
Respondent shall obtain prior Board approval through the medical
coordinator or executive director for any change in supervising
or monitoring physicians.

(g) Randem Drug/Alcohol Screens. The Board or its
representative or Respondent’s supervising or monitoring
physicians shall have the authority at any time to order
Respondent to undergo random witnessed and immediate drug/alcohol
urine, biological fluid or blood screen analysis at Respondent’s
expense. Préper chain of custody shall be maintained and
positive results shall be confirmed by such means as may be
required to ensure the validity of such screening.

(h) Further evaluation. At any time during the period of
probation, the Board shall alsc have the authority to order
Respondent té undergo a physical or mental evaluation by
physicians designated by the Board. Respondent shall execute
such releases as may be required for the Board to obtain the
results of such evaluations.

(i) DEA Restriction. Respondent shall not possess a DEA
permit or any triplicate forms or Federal order forms. Until
further order of the Board, Respondent hereby relinquishes his
right to prescribe, administer, dispense, order or possess
(except as prescribed, administered, or dispensed to the

Respondent by another person authorized by law to dé 80)




controlled substances as defined by the federal or Georgia
Controlled Substances Act..

(j) Use of Physician’s Assistant. If Respondent employs a
physician’s assistant in his practice, Respondent shall not
utilize the physician’s assistant to perform tasks which are
otherwise prohibited by the terms of this Consent Order, or
otherwise utilize the services of the physician’s assistant in
such a way as to circumvent any restriction, term or condition
outlined herein.

(k} Periods of Resgidency Qutside Georgia. In the event

Respondent should leave Georgia to reside or practice outside eof
Georgia for éeriods longer than thirty (30) consecutive days,
Respondent shall notify the Board in writing of the dates of
departure and return. Periods of residency or practice outside
of Georgia as well as periods when Respondent is not actively
engaged in the practice of medicine or is on inactive licensure
status will not apply to the reduction of Respondent'’s
probationary period, except as authorized by the Board.
Respondent shall advise the Board of any change in address of
record or employment status.

(1) Abide By Laws, Rules and Terms. Respondent shall
abide by all State and Federal laws regulating the practice of
medicine or relating to drugs, the Rules and Regulations of the
Composite State Board of Medical Examiners and the terms of
this Consent Order and probation. If Respondent sha%l‘fail to

abide by such laws, rules or terms, or if it should appear from



monitoring reports submitted to the Board that Respondent is
otherwise unable to practice medicine with reasonable skill and
safety to patients, Respondent’'s license shall be subject to
further discipline, including revocation, upon substantiation
thereof after notice and hearing, and if revoked, the Board in
its discretion may determine that the license should be
permanently revoked and not subject to reinstatement.
Respondent further agrees that any violation of this Consent
Order shall be deemed to be sufficient to authorize the Board
to order summary suspension of Respondent’s license, pending
further proceedings, pursuant to the provisions of the Georgia
Administrati¥ve Procedure Act, O0.C.G.A. § 50-13-18(c) (1), or any
other statute autheorizing emergency action, but Respondent
understands that Respondent shall be entitled to an expedited
hearing to substantiate such violation(s), if the Board
exercises such right.

(m) Termination of Probation. Respondent shall not be

eligible to petition for termination of probation until
Respondent has maintained his sobriety for a period of five
years. At such time, Respondent may petition for termination
by certifying under oath before a notary public that hé has
complied with all conditions of probation and by providing
documentation supporting discharge from probation. Respondent
shall also certify under oath that he has been continuously

sober for a period of at least five years. The Composite State

Board of Medical Examiners shall review and evaluate the




practice of Respondent prior to lifting the probation. At such
time, the Board shall be authorized to restore all rights and
privileges incident to the license of Respondent, unless the
Board has received information that Respondent has not complied
with the terms of probation or has otherwise failed to comply
with the laws and rules regulating the practice of medicine.
Should the Board determine that reasonable cause exists for
maintaining Respondent’s license on a probationary status, the
Board shall notify Respondent of its intent to extend the
probationary period, and Respondent may respond to such
notification in writing or request an appearance before the
Board or its’'representative as in a non-contested case. In any
event, this Consent Ordexr shall remain in effect pending a
final determination by the Board and notification that the
probationary period has terminated.

2.

This Consent Order shall be a Public Order and may be
disseminated accordingly.

3.

Respondent acknowledges that Respondent has read this
Consent Order and understands its contents. Respondent
understands that he has the right to appear before the Board in
this matter, and freely, knowingly and voluntarily waives such
right by entering into this Consent Order. He understands that

this Consent Order will not become effective until approved by

the Composite State Board of Medical Examiners and docketed by




the Joint Secretary, State Examining Boards. He further
understands and agrees that a representative of the Department
of Law may be present during presentation of this Consent Order
to the Board and that the Board shall have the authority to
review the investigatiwve file and all relevant evidence in
considering this Consent Order. Respondent further understands
that this Consent Order, once approved, shall constitute a
public record which may be disseminated as a disciplinary
action of the Board. However, if the Consent Order is not
approved, it shall not constitute an admission against interest
in this proceeding, or prejudice the right of the Board to
adjudicate this matter. Respondent consents to the terms and

conditions contained herein.

e Y7 @a/nk)
Approved, this day of Cj , 1897.

COMPOSITE STATE ARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS

BY: J Py il
: RUNBTTE FLOWERS, M.D.

President

(BOARD SEAL) ATTEST: UWIL b}ruqu

WILLIAM G. MI LER, JR.
- Joint Secretary
State Examining Boards




Consented to:

Witness of Signature:
Sworn to and subscribed
before me this.y7?A day

NOTARY PUBLIC E;

My Commission expires: )74517§%?

-10-
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BEFORE THE COMPOSITE STATE BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS
STATE OF GEORGIA '

fIN THE MATTER OF:

MERCER TRUETT BRIDGES, JR.
M.D., )
License No. 032520,

DOCKET No. Z47_ 22704

* % % % * ¥

Respondent.

CONSENT ORDER

By agreement of the Composite State Board of Medical
Examiners and Mercer Truett Bridges, Jr., M.D., Respondent, the
following disposition of this matter is entered pursuant to the
provisions of O.C.G.A. § 50-13-13(a) (4).

FINDINGS OF FACT
1.

Respondent is licensed to practice as a physician in the
State of Georgia, and was so licensed at all times relevant to
the matters asserted herein.

2.

On or about July 27, 1995, Respondent was supposed to
administer anesthesia to a patient. Howevér, because of his
chemical impairment, Respondent was unable to perform his
professional duties. Since July 27, Respondent has entered into
treatment for his substance abuse.

3.
Regpondent waives any further findings of fact with respect

to the above matter.




CONCL.USIONS OF LAW

Respondent’s actions constitute sufficient grounds for the
. Board to exercise its disciplinary authority and to impose
:sénétiéns on Respondent as a licensee under O0.C.G.A. Ch. 34, T.
43, as amended, O0.C.G.A. § 43-1-19(a) and the Rules of the
Compogite State Board of Medical Examiners. Respondent waives
any further findings of law with respect to this matter.

ORDER

The Board having considered the particular facts and
circumstances of this case, it is hereby ordered, and the
Respondent hereby agrees, as follows:

1.

The Respondent agrees that his license as a physician shall
be suspended indefinitely and that he shall not practice as a
physician until further order of the Board. If Respondent
practices as a physician without express permission of the Board,
Respondent’s license shall be subject to revocation, upon
substantiation thereof,.

2.

The Respondent agrees to complete an inpatient treatment
program for chemical dependence acceptable to the Board. The
Respondent shall alsc completely abstain from the consumption of
alcohol or mood altering substances of any kind, except as
prescribed by a duly licensed practitioner for a legitimate

medical purpose.




3.
Upon completion of therapy, the Respondent shall enter into
. an aftercare program as may be recommended upon completion of the
ftfeétmént phase of the program, or by further order of the
Board. Respondent shall provide the Board with a copy of his
aftercare contract.
4.

After the Respondent completes treatment and enters into an
appropriate aftercare agreement, the Respondent shall obtain
professional advocacy for his return to the practice of medicine
and shall personally meet with the Impairment Committee of the
Board to discuss the course of Respondent’s rehabilitation. The
Board shall have the discretion following such meeting to
reinstate Respondent’s privilege to practice as a physician, to
place upon Respondent's license any conditions or restrictions
that the Board may deem appropriate, or to deny reinstatement if
appropriate under the circumstances.

5.

The Respondent agrees to undergo random alcohol/drug
gcreening at Respondent'’s expense at the request of the Board or
its representative at any time during the period of suspension.

6.

This Consent Order constitutes a public order and may be

disseminated by the Board as a public record.
7.

Respondent acknowledges that has read this Consent Order

and understands the contents of the Order. Respondent

-3-




understands that he has the right to a hearing in this matter,

and Respondent freely, knowingly and voluntarily waives such

' right by entering into this Consent Order. Respondent

:uhdérsﬁands that this Consent Order will not becomé effective
until approved by the Composite State Board of Medical Examiners
and docketed by the Joint Secretary. Respondent further
understands and agrees that a representative of the State
Department of Law may be present during the presentation of this
Consent Order and that the Board shall have the authority to
review the investigative file and all relevant evidence in
considering this Consent Order. Respondent further understands
that this Consent Order, once approved, shall constitute a public
record which may be disseminated as a disciplinary action of the
Board. If this Consent Order is not approved, it shall not
constitute an admission against interest in this proceeding, or
prejudice the ability of the Board to adjudicate this matter.

Respondent consents to the terms and sanctions contained herein.

d
Approved, this R day of 7ijV€WVLéLh, , 1995.

COMPOSITE STATE BOARD OF MEDICAL
EXAMINERS

BY:

Presideht

ATTEST: fU‘kwf [y W

WILLIAM G. MILLER, JR.
(BOARD SEAL) Joint Secretary
State Examining Boards

(Signatures continued on next page.)




CONSENTED TO: ///f/ﬂ/flf’ //WZ/%% @

"MERCER TRUETT BRIDGES, JR 7 M.D.
Respondent

Sworn to and subscribed
‘befoxe me this . 4 day
*of ' , 1995,

NOTARY PUBLIC

My commission expires:

Publie, Cobb County, Georgla
My Commission Expires May 12, 1968



BEFORE THE COMPOSITE STATE BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMIN

STATE OF GEORGIA

FILED IN OFFICE
doint Secretary

State Examining Board:

NOV 5 1992

DOCKET NUMBER

q-55]

IN THE MATTER OF: *®
» DOCKET NO. _ 89-551
Mercer Truett Bridges, Jr, , M.D.,*
x
License No. _ 325720 , - AG NO. 94856~89-ROL
]
Respondent. Ll

ORDER TERMINATING PROBATION

The Respondent having demonstrated compliance with the

Consent Order entered in this matter and having petitioned for

discharge from probation, and the Board being possessed of no

information which would warrant extension thereof under the

terms of the order, such probation is hereby terminated.

This Sth___ day of __Novemher , 1992,

COMPOSITE STATE BOARD OF MEDICAL

EXAMINERS

¥W. Gordon Irwin, D.O.
President

Wikl b Tl

(BOARD SEAL)

WILLIAM G. MILLER, JR.
Joint Secretary
State Examining Boards




JOH’It S.’jf_"-_ ' '::
State Exarnivi . Saaras

DEC7 1989

BEFORE THE COMPOSITE STATE BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINER%KKMETNU‘”ER
vl
~

STATE OF GEORGIA <Z°t-5'5'] ™

IN THE MATTER OF:

MERCER TRUETT BRIDGES, JR., M.D., AG FILE NO. 94B56~-89-ROL

ﬁ-.**ﬁ‘:{-

Applicant.

CONSENT OQORDER

By ayreement of the Composite State Board of Medical
Examiners and Mercer Truett Bridges, Jr., M.D., Applicant, the
following disposition of this matter is entered pursuant to the
provisions of the Georgia Administrative Procedure Act,
codified as 0.C.G.A. § 50-13-13(a)(4).

FINDINGS OF FACT
1.

The Applicant has applied for a license to practice

medicine in Georgia by endorsement of National Board Scores.
2.

In April, 1987, during the second year of a residency
program in anesthesiology, Applicant took the drug Fentanyl, a
controlled substance, for his own use. After being confronted,
Applicant entered é treatment program for chemical dependency
at the Impaired Health Professionals Program at Georgia Drug
and Alcohol Associates, Smyrna, Georgia. Respondent has
continued to participate in an aftercare program under the

auspices of Talbott Recovery System.



3.

The Board has received numerous letters in support of the

Applicant's application for licensure.
4.

The Applicant waives any further findings of fact with
respect to the above matter. However, the Applicant shall be
allowed to submit a supplemental statement for the
investigative file in explanation and mitigation of the matters
stated herein for consideration by the Board prior to its
review of this Consent Order.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

The Applicant's condition and/or prior conduct constitute
sufficient grounds for refusal of a license to practice
medicine in the State of Georgia under 0.C.G.A. Chs. 1 and 34,
T. 43, as amended. The Applicant hereby waives any further
conclusions of law with respect to the above-styled matter.

QRDER

The Composite State Board of Medical Examiners, having
considered the particular facts and circumstances of this case,
hereby orders, and the Applicant hereby agrees, that the
Applicant shall be issued a license to practice medicine in the
State of Georgia, subject to the following conditions:

1.

Commencing on the effective date of this Consent Order, the

Applicant's license shall be placed on probation for five (5)

years, with the following terms and conditions of probation:




(a) ‘The Applicant shall continue to participate in an
aftercare program acceptable to the Board. Applicant shall
execute an ongoing aftercare contract and provide the Board
with a copy of his aftercare agreement/contract.

(b) Applicant shall affiliate with and regularly
participate in meetings of Alcoholics Anonymous, Narcotics
Anonymous, Caduceus Club or another similar support group
acceptable to the Board in accordance with his aftercare
contract or as otherwise required by the Boaxd.

(c) The Applicant shall completely abstain from the
consumption of mood altering substances, including alcohol,
except as prescribed by a duly licensed practitioner for a
legitimate purpose.

(d) Until further order of the Board, the Applicant agrees
to undergo and be subject to random, witnessed, immediate
alcohol/drug screening at his own expense at the request of
the Board or its representative, or the Applicant’s
supervising or monitoring physicians.

(e) At any time during the period of probation, the Board
shall also have the authority to order the Applicant to
undergo a physical or mental evaluation by physicians
designated by the Board.

(f) Applicant shall abide by all terms of his aftercare
contract as a condition of probation and supply a copy
thereof to the Board.

(g) The Applicant may possess a DEA permit. Until further

order of the Board, however, the Applicant shall only be




authorized to prescribe, administer, dispense, or order
controlled substances for institutionalized patients for
consumption on the institutional premises.

(h) Applicant shall provide a copy of this Consent Order
to an acceptable supervising ("workplace”) physician and an
acceptable primary care ("monitoring") physician
experienced in addictionology who shall sign a statement to
be submitted in conjunction with the Consent Order as
evidence of having read and understood same. The Applicant
shall submit or cause to be submitted quarterly reports
from said supervising and monitoring physicians regarding
his performance and mental/physical condition by March 31,
June 30, September 30 and December 31, including a report
on any medication being prescribed to the Applicant.
Fajilure to submit or have such reports submitted in a
timely manner shall be considered a violation of this
Consent Order. It is expected that said supervising and
monitoring physicians shall be in communicatibn with each
other and will immediately report any change in Applicant’s
condition which would render Applicant unable to practice
with reasonable skill and safety to patients. By executing
this Consent Order, Applicant specifically consents to such
supervising and monitoring physicians or any other facility
where Applicant obtains medical treatment reporting upon
Applicant's condition, notwithstanding any privilege
provided by state or federal law. Applicant shall obtain

prior Board approval through the medical



coordinator or executive director for any change in
supervising or monitoring physicians.

(i) The Applicant shall supply a copy of this Consent
order, once approved and docketed, within 10 days from
receipt by Applicant, to each hospital or other institution
in Georgia where he maintains staff privileges of any kind,
and to any person with whom Applicant is associated in
practice, including other physicians and physician's
assistant(s) or to any person or entity for whom Applicant
is employed as a physician in the State of Georgia.
Applicant shall also be required to disclose the existence
of and provide a copy of this Consent Order to such
individuals or entities in connection with any future
application for institutional appointment, associated
practice, utilization of a physician's assistant, or
employment as a physician in the State of Georgia while
this Consent Order is in effect. By executing this Consent
Order, Applicant specifically consents to any such entify
or individuals reporting to the Board information which
would affect his ability to practice medicine with
reasonable skill and safety to patients, notwithstanding
any privilege provided by state or federal law.

(i) 1If Applicant employs a physician's assistant in his
practice, Applicant shall not utilize the physician's
assistant to perform tasks which are otherwise prohibited
by the terms of this Consent COrdex, or otherwise utilize

the services of the physician's assistant in such a way as



to circumvent any restriction, term or condition outlined
herein.

(k} In the event the Applicant should leave Georgia to
reside or practice outside of Georgia for periods longer
than thirty (30) consecutive days, the Applicant shall
notify the Board in writing of the dates of departure and
return. Periods of residency or practice outside of
Georgia as well as periods when Applicant is not actively
engaged in the practice of medicine or is on inactive
licensure status will not apply to the reduction of the
Applicant's probationary period, except as authorized by

the Board. The Applicant shall advise the Board of any

change in address of record or employment status.

(1} The Applicant shall abide by all State and Federal
laws regulating the practice of medicine ox relating to
drugs, the Rules and Regulations of the Composite State
Board of Medical Examiners, and the terms of this Consent
Order and probation. If the Applicant shall fail to abide
by such laws, rules or terms, or if it should appear from
monitoring reports submitted to the Board that the
Applicant is otherwise unable to practice medicine with
reasonable skill and safety to patients, the Applicant 's
license shall be subject to further discipline, including
revocation, upon substantiation thereof after notice and
hearing, and if revoked the Board in its discretion may
determine that the license should be permanently revoked

and not subject to reinstatement. Applicant hereby agrees



that any violation of this Consent Order shall be deemed to
be sufficient to authorize the Board to order summary
suspension of the Applicant 's license, pending further
proceedings, pursuant to the provisions of the Georgia
Administrative Procedure Act, 0.C.G.A. § 50-13-18(c)(1l), or
any other statute authorizing emergency action, but
Applicant understands that he shall be entitled to an
expedited hearing to substantiate such violation{(s), if the
Board exercises such right.

{m) Within 60 days from the scheduled date of termination
of probation, Applicant may petition for termination of
probation by certifying under oath before a notary public
that the Applicant has complied with all conditions of
probation and by providing documentation supporting
discharge from probation. The Composite State Board of
Medical Examiners shall review and evaluate the practice of
the Applicant prior to lifting the probation. At such
time, the Board shall be authorized to restore all rights
and privileges incident to the license of the Applicant,
unless it extends, maintains, or imposes such restrictions
or conditions as the Board deems appropriate, based upon
the information presented to it pursuant to this Consent
Order. Notice of intent to extend, maintain or impose such
restrictions or conditions beyond the designated
probationary period shall be given to the Applicant, and
Applicant may respond to such notice in writing or request

an appearance before the Board as in a non-contested casc.



This Consent Order shall remain in effect pending a final
determination by the Board.
2.

This Consent Order may be disseminated in the same manner

as orders containing public reprimands.
3.

This Consent Order, if approved by the Composite State
Board of Medical Examiners, shall in no way be construed as
condoning the Applicant’'s prior condition or conduct, and shall
not be construed as a waiver of any of the lawful rights
possessed by the Board.

4.

Applicant, Mercer Truett Bridges, Jr., M.D., acknowledges
that he has read this Consent Order, and understands its
contents. He understands that he has the right to appear
before the Board in this matter, and freely, knowingly and
voluntarily waives such right by entering into this Consent
Order. He understands that this Consent Order will not become
effective until approved by the Composite State Boaxrd of
Medical Examiners and docketed by the Joint Secretary, State
Examining Boards. He further understands and agrees that the
Board shall have the authority to review the investigative file
and all relevant evidence in considering this Consent Order.

He further understands that this Consent Order, once approved,
shall constitute a public record which may be disseminated as a
disciplinary action of the Board. However. if the Consent

Order is not approved, it shall not constiiute an admission




against interest in this proceeding, or prejudice the right of
the Board to adjudicate this matter. Applicant consents to the

terms and conditions contained herein.

Approved, this 7% day of WHBB.

COMPOSITE STATE BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS

(BOARD SEAL) ATTEST: WULO./’K[]'M[\

WILLIAM G. MILLER, JR]
Joint Secretary
State Examining Boards

Consented to:

Sworn to and subscribed Z/Zé@/M/Q%@%/Z

teforg me this A3¥Wday MERCER TRUETT BRIDGES, /JR.’/M.D.
Z% ! , 1989. Applicant

cf  {/CF
Aol fredandanO

NOLARY PUBLIC
My commission expires:
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